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On the evening of July 17 some 30,000 persons demonstrated in downtown Rio de Janeiro, calling
for direct presidential elections in 1988, and the inclusion of several reform measures in the new
constitution scheduled to go into effect in November. The march was organized by Brazil's two
largest labor confederations, the Unified Workers Central (CUT), the General Labor Central (CGT);
student organizations; and, leftist parties, including the Labor Party (Partido Trabalhista-PT),
Democratic Labor Party (Partido Democratica Trabalhista), the Brazilian Socialist Party (PSB),
Brazilian Communist Party (PCB, Soviet-line), the Communist Party of Brazil (PC do Brasil, proChina). The march was peaceful and festive. Some 800 military and civilian police were deployed
by the Public Security Secretary of Rio de Janeiro to ensure the maintenance of order during the
demonstration, which was described by organizers as a "march for people's rights." Speakers at
the Cinelandia gardens, where the demonstrators congregated after marching along the Avenida
Rio Branco, strongly criticized the Sarney government, and particularly its economic policies.
CUT leaders invited the crowd to participate in a general strike scheduled for August 12 to protest
the government's wage policy. Representatives of diverse sectors of Brazilian society demanded
the incorporation of several reforms into the new constitution, currently under elaboration by
the National Assembly. Included here were agricultural land redistribution, tax reform, urban
organization reforms, education and medical assistance for all Brazilians, and removal of restrictions
on the formation of political parties. The demonstrators also called for "democratization of the
means of communication," an end to censorship in all its forms, technological and scientific
autonomy, maintenance of the state oil monopoly, while expressing opposition to the privatization
of state companies, and the manfacture of nuclear arms in Brazil. Finally, participants voiced
demands concerning respect for the rights of indigenous peoples, women, workers, the elderly, and
the physically handicapped. (Basic data from AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, 07/17/87)
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